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Short Bio (84 words)
Dave Riedstra is a contrabassist and electric bass guitarist specializing in new and experimental 

music. His performances are known for their distinctively earthy immediacy and sensitivity. 

Riedstra primarily works with emerging composers in the development of new solo and chamber

works. He has premiered pieces by dozens of composers in performances across British 

Columbia and Ontario, and is a frequent collaborator with the Victoria Composers Collective and 

the (now defunct) KWG New Music Collective. In other contexts, Riedstra performs standard 

orchestral and jazz repertoire.

Long Bio (227 words)
Dave Riedstra is a contrabassist and electric bass guitarist specializing in new and experimental 

music. His performances are known for their distinctively earthy immediacy and sensitivity. 

Riedstra primarily works with emerging composers in the development of new solo and chamber

works. He has premiered pieces by dozens of composers in performances across British 

Columbia and Ontario, and is a frequent collaborator with the Victoria Composers Collective and 

the (now defunct) KWG New Music Collective. In other contexts, Riedstra performs standard 

orchestral and jazz repertoire.

Riedstra currently lives and works in the unceded territories of the Songhees and SXIME E  Ƚ Ƚ

nations, Victoria, BC, Canada. He works as composer, performer, and event facilitator for the 

Victoria Composers Collective as well as independently. He plays bass for the Civic Orchestra of 

Victoria and runs the fedgling sounds at the hive performance series at the arc·hive artist run 

centre. He is also active as a creative technologist and web developer.

Riedstra holds a Masters of Music degree in composition from the University of Victoria, where 

he studied with Christopher Butterfeld, Dániel Péter Biró, and John Celona, and an 

undergraduate degree from the University of Guelph, with James Harley, Cam McKittrick, and Joe 

Sorbara. He has facilitated performances of his music in Montréal, Toronto, Vancouver, and 

Victoria, with ensembles such as Quatuor Bozzini, the Victoria Composers Collective, and the 

KWG New Music Collective.
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Upcoming performances

Topography tour

• May - June 2018

• New works by composers from across Canada (Annette Brosin, Darren Miller, Janet Sit, 

Kimberly Manerikar, Liam Ross Gibson)

• Performances in

• Duncan, BC (The Ou Gallery)

• Victoria, BC (TBD)

• Edmonton, Alberta (TBD)

• Saskatoon, Saskatchewan (TBD)

• Winnipeg, Manitoba (TBD)

• Toronto, Ontario (TBD)

• Guelph, Ontario (Silence)

Recent performances

UVic New Music & Digital Media Festival

• Philip T Young Recital Hall lobby (Victoria), 4 Feb 2018

• 45 minute tag-team performance of Hollas Longton’s Dissonance for solo strings and sine-

tone chords

Refugium

• Vic Theatre (Victoria), 5 October 2017

• Premiere of Riedstra’s composition Skein for solo bass as part the launch of Refugium: 

Poems for the Pacifc (Yvonne Blomer, ed.)

I, Site: new music for solo bass

• The Church of Truth (Victoria), 22 May 2017

• Performance of 4 new works for solo bass by Victoria, BC composers (3 premieres):

• Mitch Renaud – resonance | sites

• Janet Sit – Without Asking

• Nolan Krell – (glueing these birds to your arms has been fun but I’ve grown to hate you.)

• Annette Brosin – Vertices



Woodstockhausen 2017

• The Copper Owl (Victoria), 18 May 2017

• Premiere of Nathan Friedman’s La ſynagogue ſterile IIa for rock band

Liam Ross Gibson & Aliayta Foon Dancoes

• Philip T Young Recital Hall (Victoria), 4 June 2017

• Performance of Liam Ross Gibson’s Nothing is More Likely for ensemble

Why Can’t Minimal: Do This?

• Open Space (Victoria), 30 September 2016

• Premiere of Alex Jang’s the keeper of sheep for double bass, toy piano, and voice, and 

performance of Hollas Longton’s Dissonance

Prior Art

• Wood Recital Hall (Victoria), 27 July 2016

• Premieres of ensemble pieces

• Janet Sit –  火藥/Fire Medicine 

• Ryan Hemphill – Looking through Blue Glass

Woodstockhausen 2016

• The Copper Owl (Victoria), 28 April 2016

• Premieres of new works for rock band:

• Nolan Krell – (glueing these birds to your arms has been great but I’ve grown to hate you.)

• Lynne Penhale – Immortality

• Maria Eduarda Mendes Martins – About Gesang der Jünglinge

• Dave Riedstra – ǁ∣‖∣ǁ‖∣∣‖∣ǁ∥ǀǁǁ‖ǁǁ

• Liam Gibson – i n s i d e o f g h o s t s

• Annette Brosin – Percept

• Nathan Friedman – Die Kunst der Funk


















